Alchemical Substances
A
Aes Cyprium Cyprian brass or copper.
Acetatea crystaline (or liquid) oily substance extracfesm metals by means of acetic acid menstrum.
Aqua tofani. arsenious oxide. Extremely poisonous. Used by&elsus.
Antimony. From latin ‘antimonium' used by Constantiniusi¢gfnus (c. 1050) to refer to Stibnite.
ArchaeusSthe secret inner matter of a substance.
B
Black Lion the caput mortum or black salt which cannot béfied
Blue vitriol or bluestone Cupric sulphate.
Brimstone (from German Brennstein 'burning stone'). Sulphur.

Butter of AntlmOny . White crystalline antimony trichloride. Made bpdl Valentine by distilling

roasted stibnite with corrosive sublimate. Glaub&er prepared it by dissolving stibnite in hot centrated
hydrochloric acid and distilling.

Butter of tin. Hydrated stannic chloride.
Cadmia, which was also called Tuttia or Tutty, was prdgatinc carbonate.
Calamine zinc carbonate.

Calomel wercurous chioride. Purgative, made by sublindngixture of mercuric chloride and metallic

mercury, triturated in a mortar. This was heated iron pot and the crust of calomel formed onlithevas ground
to powder and boiled with water to remove the \@sisonous mercuric chloride.

Caustic marine alkalli. caustic soda. Sodium hydroxide. Made by addimg lio natron.
Caustic Sodasodium Hydroxide

CaUStiC VOIatiIe alkall Ammonium hydroxide.

Caustic wood alkali caustic potash. Potassium hydroxide. Made byraglifine to potash.
Chalk. caicium carbonate.

Chrome greenchromic oxide.

Chrome Orange wixture of chrome yellow and chrome red.

Chrome red sasic lead chromate.

Chrome ye”OW Lead chromate.

Cinnabar or Vermillion . vercuric suiphide.

Cinnabar. Mercuric sulphide.



CO balt Named by the copper miners of the Hartz Mountafter the evil spirits the 'kobolds' which proddce
false copper ore.

Common salt sodium chioride.
Copper glanceCuprous sulphide ore.

Corrosive sublimate mercuric chioride. first mentioned by the Arabiaichemist Geber, who
prepared it by subliming mercury, calcined gredriali nitre and common salt.

Cuprite . Red cuprous oxide ore.
D

Dragon The philosophic Mercury-acid obtained from metsénged when volitile (pure) and without wings
when crude or ‘fixed'.

Dutch White. mixtwre of one part of white lead to three ofibar sulphate.

E

EagleWhen referring to a substance it is Philosophiecddey. (Also sublimation.)

F

Fire Stonea transmuting Stone made from Antimony.

Flores oxide of a metal

Flowers of SUlphU[ light yellow crystalline powder, made by distikj sulphur.

Fulminati ng gOld Made by adding ammonia to the auric hydroxidentenl by precipitation by
potash from metallic gold dissolved in aqua relighly explosive when dry.

Fulminati ng silver . siwer nitride, very explosive when dry. Madedigsolving silver oxide in
ammonia.

Galena piumbic sulphide. Chief ore of lead.

Glass of Ant|m0ny. Impure antimony tetroxide, obtained by roastitigrite. Used as a yellow
pigment for glass and porcelain.

Glauber's Salt sodium sulphate.
Green Lionhe green acetate of Lead in liquid or crystairfor

Green DragOnlt is said that technically there isn't one. Butduld be said to be a acetate of lead
(which not always but occassionally forms from agyr oil).

Green Vitriol . rerrous sulphate.

Gypsum Calcium sulphate.

H

Horn silver, argentum COrnu. a giss like ore of silver chioride.
|



J
K

KermeSeproperly the oil of Antimony in a crude state, gipitated out of an alkaline menstrum by

neutralization through an acid. It is usually redven. The term might be used for any metallic oédgipitated out
of a lye (alkaline solution) by neutralization.

Keerrlnglus menstrum (KM) A menstrum for extracting metalic oils made fromyét
alcohol which has been distilled off of oil of tbei sublimated Hartshorn (NH4CL).

King'S Yellow. a mixure of orpiment with white arsenic.
L

Lead fume Lead oxide obtained from the flues at lead smelte
Limatura Martis iron fiings

Llon Any salt or fixed substance obtained from mefale lion is said to be red, green or black accaydinthe
state of the fixed substance.

Litharge . Reddish-yellow crystalline form of lead monoxiiermed by fusing and powdering massicot.
Liver of SUlphur . Complex of polysulphides of potassium, made Isjnfy potash and sulphur.
Lunar caustic, lapis infernalis siver nitrate.

Luna COrNea The soft colourless tough mass of silver chiaridade by heating horn silver till it forms
a dark yellow liquid and then cooling. Described®swald Croll in 1608.

Lye An Alkaline menstrum. Usually a saturated solutiicaustic soda.

MarcaSite. Mineral form of Iron disulphide. Oxidises in mbé&r to green vitriol.
Massicot veliow powder form of lead monoxide.
Mercurius praeCipitatUS. Red mercuric oxide. Described by Geber. (Fr.Almesays solid

Mercury, amalgam)

Milk of SUlphur (lac sulphuris). White colloidal sulphur. Geberdeahis by adding an acid to thion
hudor.

Minium or Red Lead. Triplumbic tetroxide. Formed by roasting litharigeair. Scarlet crystalline
powder.

Mosaic gOId Golden-yellow glistening scales of crystallinarstic sulphide, made by heating a mixture
of tin filings, sulphur and salammoniac.

N
Naples ye”OW, or Cassel yeuOWn oxychloride of lead, made by heating lithavgeh

sal ammoniac.

Natron. native sodium carbonate.



N |Cke|. Named by the copper miners of Westphalia thefépickel' or false copper.
Nitrum flammans. smmonium nitrate made by Glauber.

Oil of Vitriol . Sulphuric acid made by distilling green vitriol.
Orplment. Auri-pigmentum. Yellow ore of arsenic. Arsenicstiphide.

P

Pearl white sasic nitrate of bismuth, used by Lemery as anetis.
PhllOSOpherS' WO or nix alba (white snow). Zinc oxide made by bagwinc in the air. Called

Zinc White and used as a pigment.
Potashpotassium carbonate. (The salts of vegetableicyiarly grape vine)
POWder Of AlgarOth. A white powder of antimonious oxychloride, madebly precipitation when

a solution of butter of antimony in spirit of setpoured into water.

Purple of CassSiuSwvade by Andreas Cassius in 1685 by precipitagimgixture of gold, stannous
and stannic chlorides, with alkali. Used for colagrglass.

PyriteS. Mineral form of iron disulphide. Stable in air.

Q

QUiCklime. Calcium oxide.

R

Realgar red ore of arsenic. Arsenic disulphide.

Red DragOnln our Order it is the pure red oil of lead.
Red Lion inour system it is the red acetate of lead irstayform.

Resin of COPPETrcuprous chioride. Made by Robert Boyle in 166bgting copper with corrosive
sublimate.

Rouge, CI‘OCUS, Colcotharlked varieties of ferric oxide are formed by bagngreen vitriol

in the air.

S
Sal Ammoniac ammonium Chioride. Described by Geber.
Sal VOlatile, Splrlt Of Hal‘tShOI’n. Volatile alkali. Ammonium carbonate made from

distilling bones, horns, etc.
Slaked I|me Calcium hydroxide.
Soda ashsodium carbonate formed by burning plants growinghe sea shore.

SpII‘ItUS fumans. stannic chioride, discovered by Libavius in 16@Bough distilling tin with
corrosive sublimate.



Stlbnlte Antimony trisulphide. Grey mineral ore of antinyon
Sugar of Lead Lead acetate, Made by dissolving lead oxide negar.

T

Thion hudor (Zosimus refers to this as the 'divine watertiwe bile of the serpent’). A deep reddish-
yellow liquid made by boiling flowers of sulphurtiislaked lime.

Tin salt. Hydrated stannous chloride.

Turpeth mineral . a hydrolysed form of mercuric sulphate. Yellowstalline powder, described by
Basil Valentine.

Tutla zinc carbonate or Oxide

U

V

Venetian White wixwre of equal parts of white lead and bariurtphate.

Ve rdigriS . Cupric (copper) carbonate.

Vinegar Could refer to either acetic acid, acid distiltedfermented out of metals or minerals.
Viride Aeris creen of Copper (CopperChlate)

W

White arsenic arsenious oxide. Produced from arsenical soonftoe roasting ovens, purified by
sublimation.

White lead gasic carbonate of lead. Used as a pigment.

White vitriol . zinc Sulphate. Described by Basil Valentine. Magtdixiviating roasted zinc blend (zinc
sulphide).

Winged LiON sublimated salt for the PS.

Wood-ash or potas NPotassium carbonate made from the ashes of wowd.
Wismuth. sismuth.

X

Y

V4

Zaffre. Impure cobalt arsenate, left after roasting cot.

Alchemical Equipment and Processes
A



ADbstraction see sublimation or distillation.

Alemb|C A type of retort. According to M.Junis a type @fsgexpansion chamber which is attached in a
distillation train or circulation between the baii flask and the condenser. The 'head’ which fita cetort.

Athanor a furnace for heating flasks, etc.

B

Balneum Matrie awater bath.

C

Calcination 7o bum (heat) a solid with much heat. Usuallyfgened to purify the solid.
Circulation o circutate a liquid over a solid in a sealedgKaSee rotation.

COag ulatero thicken. Usually done by removing the liquidpan of a substance.
COhObation Binding, mixing or joining together.

Condenser, water cooled wbe-iike piece of glassware which has a dojdi&et one of

which has water flowing through it. It is used tsmdense vapours into liquids.

Crucible afire proof cup shaped item in which a substameg be heated extremely.

D
Desiccatero ary.
DigeStionTo macerate a substance in a solvent at a lowesatyre (usually 4@)

Distillation 7o heat a substance in a flask (attached to aerwmed) or retort so that its most volatile (pure)

parts might be separated. The substance distdledually a liquid, but at times it might be a sesolid substance
(see sublimation).

Distillation train aneat proof flask attached to a water cooled enser attached to a receiving
flask. Used to distil liquids and solids. Moderpey(see retort)

DUlCify To sweeten.

E

EagleTo sublimate or distil. (Also P.Mercury.)

F

FiX, tO to make solid or stable.

Flaska glass container in which substances are storégated.
Fusero met.

G

H

Head, a/therne top and spout/condenser of a retort/flask .
Hermetically sealedsealed air tight.



|
Imbibe o add, slowly, a liquid to a solid so that théids¢salt) absorbs the liquid.

J
K
L
Lembic see alembic

Leach (to leach) is to separate out pure salts fron theiture with impure salts by dissolving the whate
water. The pure salts can then be extracted bgtfih and collected by evaporation.

M

Maceration o soak a substance in a liquid. The liquid isaligta solvent, in order to extract (separate)
its components.

N
O
P

Pelicanizationcircutation o rotation of a liquid over a solid. classic times this was performed in a
flask called a Pelican.

PreC|p|tat|0n To cause to be deposited at the bottom of a seluSolids precipitate out of a liquid if
they have not dissolved in that liquid.

Putrefaction o afiow to rot. Aso types of calcination, madéa and fermentation are considered to be
putrefaction's. (See Golden Chain for detailed dison)

Q
R

Recelver, flaskrne flask which is attached to the outlet of adeser (or retort) that catches the
distillate. (Also double-necked receiver.)

Retort a type of distillation device. A older type (withba water cooled condenser)

Reverbato ry furnacea fumace heat to such an extent its roars widad sound.
Wind furnace a furace whose fire is aided by bellows or a windnel.

S
Solvero dissolve.

Soxhlet extractora specialised piece of laboratory glassware usektract tinctures (primarily)

from substances. The benefit of this equipmertasit is quick (as opposed to a standard maceradiod does not
need to be watched.

Sublimation purification of a substance by distillation. Usyaised to describe a dry distillation
(distillation or vaporisation of a dry substance).

T



Volatize to make volatile. See distillation/sublimation

Vltrlfy To turn to glass.

Vacuum, create aro draw the air out of a closed distillation systia order to decrease the
temperature, and the time, it will take to distgubstance.
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